Background
Alfred Klee (born 1875) was a younger associate of Theodor Herzl and one of the earliest leaders of German Zionism. He possessed unusual oratorical abilities, which he devoted to advocating the implementation of Herzl's program of "conquering the [ Jewish] communities" and winning them over to the Zionist cause.
1 He was also one of the founders of the Jüdische Volkspartei in 1919 and its leading representative on the Council of the Berlin Jewish community. A lawyer by profession, in partnership with Sammy Gronemann he spoke with his son Hans (born 1906) in Berlin, who gave him the cryptic message that his granddaughter had a birthday and would be very glad if he would come to see her. Alfred Klee understood the message to mean that he should not return to Berlin-indeed, the Gestapo had come to look for him in his offi ce-and went directly to fi nd refuge in Holland where his wife Theresa (born 1877) soon joined him. Hans Klee also left Berlin and went to Basel where he received the Doctor of Jurisprudence and then studied at the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva.
Already then residing in Holland was the younger daughter of the Klees, Ruth (born 1901). Her husband, Hans Goslar (born 1889), journalist and author, had been a leader in the religious Zionist movement, Mizrahi, and, like his father-in-law, Alfred Klee, also a representative of the Jüdische Volkspartei on the Council of the Berlin Jewish community. Goslar, a committed Social Democrat, served as Press Chief of the Prussian state government (Pressechef der Preussischen Staatsregierung, as well as Dozent an der Verwaltungsakademie, according to his stationery) and as advisor to the Prussian Minister of Domestic Affairs as a Ministerialrat until his dismissal in 1933. He then obtained a position with Unilever in London, but when he arrived there and indicated that he could not work on the Sabbath, the position was withdrawn. Consequently, he went to Amsterdam where, together with an associate who was a lawyer and his wife Ruth as secretary, he opened a small offi ce to advise Jewish immigrants from Germany how to arrange their economic and legal affairs. Hans and Ruth Goslar also translated the biblical commentaries of the British Chief Rabbi Joseph Herman Hertz to Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy from English to German. Their daughter, Hanna (born 1928), the granddaughter referred to in the phone call, became a classmate and close friend of Anne Frank, who mentioned Hanna a few times in her diary, in some versions under the pseudonym of Lies (Elizabeth) Goosens.
5
The eldest of Alfred and Theresa Klee's three children, Esther Eugenie (born 1900), married the Judaica scholar and Hebraist Simon
